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Abstract 
The analysis reports with regard to the education of  the  Roma population on 19th of  May, 2011, at the Council of the European 
Union, on the establishment of a unitary European framework for national strategies for Roma integration by 2020, Member 
States were requested to improve the socio-economic situation of the population, by promoting equity, social cohesion and active 
citizenship, suggesting that education is a priority and they should prioritize inclusive education systems in Europe by ensuring 
that all students (including those from disadvantaged backgrounds, those with special needs and migrants) have access to it and 
to create the facility to be able to complete education programs for lifelong learning. In addition, Objective 3 is proposed to 
eliminate all types of discrimination and provide real solutions. We intend to analyze some aspects of the educational policy 
regarding the continuation of schooling through adulthood, in several European countries, as well as the attractive motivational 
components of the curriculum (Spain, Ireland, Greece, Bulgaria and Romania).  
© 2014 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd. 
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1. Introduction 
 At European level, education and training have been enacted since 2009, according to the latest decisions of the 
Council of Education, Youth and Culture, by adopting new strategic framework for European cooperation in 
education and training. This document provides for the conduct of educational activities by 2020 and sets out four 
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new strategic objectives of cooperation at EU level. Strategic objective 3 which defines successful educational 
experiences and promotes the integration of Roma in and through education, aims at a better Roma integration 
that can be achieved primarily through education and which can also bring socio-economic progress. These issues 
concern the access to the labour market, which directly depends on education, basic element to ensure the inclusion 
of Roma. Therefore, their participation in education must be permanently considered in all European and national 
policies. (2009) Council Conclusions of 12th of May 2009 on a Strategic Framework for European Cooperation in 
Education and Training (E & T 2020); (2009) Official Journal of the European Union C 119 of 28.5.2009, and 
(2009) The 10 Common Basic Principles on Roma Inclusion. 
But the major challenge for this study started from the existing reality at “George Enescu” University of Arts in 
Iaşi where Roma students are always present in Music Major department, then descending numerically in Visual 
Arts and Theatre, which do not have reserved places for minorities. Since the Ministry of Education allocated only 1 
university place a year, Roma candidates who wish to study at our university occupy the majority of places, and 
thus omit to declare their ethnicity. 
2. Findings 
The analysis that we intend to achieve with this study is based on the actual situation in Romania concerning 
access to and completion of university studies by Roma citizens. But to get to a Bachelor of Arts student 
programme, one must be a graduate of secondary education (high school) with baccalaureate degree. Note that the 
Roma minority has been acknowledged as a national minority in Romania after 1990. Analyzing the reports which 
identify Roma citizens' participation in education, according to a World Bank Report from 2009 a percentage of 
0.6% of Roma aged 25-29 completed higher education. According to the 2002 census, 2.5% of the population was 
Roma, and in 2011 this figure was 3.2%. The presence of young Roma in pre-university education, according to 
information reported by the Ministry of National Education, the number enrolled in high schools in Romania 
increased by 44.3% from 2009/2010 until 2011/2012. (2013) Final Report on Romania's Liabilities in the European 
Higher Education Area – EHEA- and the Evaluation of their Implementation at the National Level in 2013, page 25 
Even if there is a significant increase of the places applied for, 40.1% of the special places in high schools 
specifically designed for this category remain unfilled. With regard to participation in higher education, according 
to Government decisions for the years 2010, 2011 and 2012 on the number of graduates, the number of places 
allocated for Roma students have increased. There is no official information on the places occupied by the Roma 
youth in universities, since this aspect is not monitored by the Ministry of Education. Our concern is to compare 
these data with those of other European countries where the Roma population are declared and recorded, to analyze 
the efficiency of the existing educational system. Rauhvargers A., Deane C., & Pauwels W., Bologna Process 
Stocktaking Report (2009) 
Roma population in Bulgaria is acknowledged as an ethnic minority and represent - according to data released - 
4.8% of the population (according to 2001 census, experts confirmed that the percentage is actually two times 
higher), Bulgarian Roma children in the educational system representing a considerably smaller group of students, 
both in numbers and percentages. According to the Ministry of Education, there is a percentage of 13.53% of the 
students from the first grade to 13th grade. The situation in pre-school is 12% of Roma children and 46.2% of Roma 
have completed primary school. Roma secondary education represents a rate of only 7.8% of the total population. 
Information on higher education is rather approximate. Thus, 0.2-0.4 % of Roma students has graduated from 
universities. The percentage of those who did not complete the first grade of primary education is very high, about 
20.5%, while most of the population is illiterate. (2007) Operational Programme Human Resources Development 
and (2007) Amalipe Centre, Annual Report on the Implementation of Policies for Roma Inclusion in Bulgaria – 
2006, Veliko Tarnovo: Astarta, pages 79-80.  
The Roma in Greece are not acknowledged as a national minority. For this reason, the Greek State was not 
required to have a special education policy for Roma in the country because access to education was considered to 
be equal for all Greek citizens. However, they are presented formally for the first time in official documents related 
to education in 1987, but there is a total absence of Roma children in pre-school education as well as a limited 
number of Roma in primary school enrollment. (2013) European Report I Successful Educational Experiences that 
Promote the Integration of Roma in / and Education, pages 41-43. 
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Spain has a population of about 600000-700000 Roma, being acknowledged as an ethnic minority after 1960. 
Access to education was obtained less than 50 years ago. It appears that the Roma of Spain has increased with the 
arrival of immigrant groups from Eastern Europe, though this aspect is not monitored. A novelty is that qualitative 
and quantitative action movement of Roma women, formed in 1990, by the Association of Roma in Granada, with a 
positive social intervention, by contributing to the improvement of public policy programs, since 2005. 
Currently, the school is conducted under normal circumstances, the important difference is visible when 
analyzing the academic achievement. Schools with a majority of Roma population have much lower results than 
other schools. A constant is represented by the Roma students who drop out of school, so 71.2% are completely 
illiterate or functionally illiterate, this meaning that approximately 340,000 persons of Roma ethnicity are in this 
situation, and of these, about one fifth (18.4%) are completely illiterate. At the same time, the Roma aged over 15 
years, with a level of education higher than primary level, do not exceed 14%. A positive aspect is that college 
attendance rate among the Roma population is 1%, and 80 of them are Roma women. After 50 years of schooling, 
the first generations of Roma students and freelance professionals are acknowledged. (2013) European Report I 
Successful Educational Experiences that Promote the Integration of Roma in / and Education, p. 15-18 
The problem of poor education results for nomadic Roma in Ireland has long been noticed, and efforts have 
been undertaken in this area by successive Governments in recent years in Ireland. However, strong inequalities 
between children of the nomadic Roma and the majority population are those related to education. Early school 
drop outs have been a particular problem for them, although there have been some small improvements in recent 
years. According to the 2006 census, 53% of the nomadic Roma aged over 15 years have a primary level of 
education, 3% have completed the second level and 0.57% have graduated school at the third level. Also there were 
problems with the school discriminatory policies in which Roma were excluded. (2012) Christian Brothers High 
School, V Stokes. There are few data on the experiences of Roma and access to education, but they face major 
obstacles in accessing education in Ireland. (2013) European Report I successful educational experiences that 
promote the integration of Roma in / and education, p. 63 -67 
3. Solutions through Affirmative Educational Policies to Increase Access to Education for Roma People  
Since 2000, through the European policies, actions have been initiated in support of the Roma population, to 
eradicate school drop-out and improvement- recovery measures. (Council of Europe Committee of Ministers 
Recommendation No R (2000) 4 of the Committee of Ministers to Member States on the Education of Roma/Gypsy 
Children in Europe. (Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 3rd of February 2000 at the 696th Meeting of the 
Ministers' Deputies) A general observation is that in most countries there are no monitoring programs and statistical 
analysis at the level of the system. We will analyze some long-term strategies established by national programmes, 
proposed by the year 2020, with respect to the education of Roma population. 
The educational situation of the Roma in Romania has been addressed through the development and 
implementation of a series of legislative regulations, having the role to contribute to the socio-economic integration 
of the Roma population by eliminating discriminatory practices and to help preserve their cultural identity. 
Government policies have been incorporated into the National Strategy and have been developed by all ministries, 
at national level or governmental structures under the coordination of the National Agency for Roma, an institution 
specially designed for this purpose. Locally, several auxiliary measures have been created to implement the law: a 
network of experts (local and county level), mediators (health) and structures / offices, the local representatives of 
the National Agency for Roma. The difficulties of implementation do not persist due to a lack of legislation, but 
because of the way in which the measures are implemented, due to attitudes and practices adopted by the 
persons/institutions responsible, because of a lack of political commitment and continuously reduced budgets. 
(2007) Equal Access to Quality Education for Roma People 
Among the specific objectives in the field of education for Roma are included the following: organizing courses 
in Roma language for pupils, supporting schools to hire staff to teach the Roma language, development of curricula, 
textbooks and auxiliary materials for Roma language teaching, the presence in each District School Inspectorate of 
an inspector for the Roma minority, monitoring the participation in education of Roma children and young people, 
“Second Chance ”, “School after School”, “Functional Literacy” programmes for people who wish to complete their 
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studies by correcting school dropout, as affirmative action for children who wish to access secondary-school 
studies, as well as for those children who wish to pursue academic studies, introduction of new specific professional 
occupations  specific to the educational system-school educational assistant and mediator. (2013) European Report I 
Successful Educational Experiences that Promote the Integration of Roma in / and Education, p. 28 
Official documents that define education and educational integration of Roma in Bulgaria can be found in public 
education system through the National Education Development Programme for the development of school and pre-
school education, for education and training (2006-2015), as well as in the Educational Integration of Children and 
Students from Ethnic Minorities (SEICSEM) which sets out three priorities: full integration of Roma children and 
students through the desegregation of schools and kindergartens in isolated Roma neighbourhoods, supporting 
central schools to ensure access to quality education, fostering intercultural education as part of the educational 
integration of children and students from the ethnic minorities in the process of modernization of the education 
system in Bulgaria. 
The strategy identifies the problems they have to deal with in the educational integration process, such as 
common issues to all ethnic minorities and the specific problems faced by Roma children and students. To 
overcome these issues three strategic objectives are set out: "validation in the regulations of the educational practice 
of the right to equal access to quality education for ethnic minority children and students of ethnic minorities and 
their effective integration, preservation  and development of the cultural identity of children and pupils belonging to 
ethnic minorities, ethno-cultural diversity into a source of mutual understanding, respect and cooperation in global 
education environment and create the conditions necessary for successful socialization of children and pupils 
belonging to ethnic minorities and the formation of social and psychological climate conducive to achieving this 
strategy". (2007) Center Amalipe, Annual Report on the Implementation of Policies for the Integration of Roma in 
Bulgaria-2006, p.  18 
In accordance with the recommendations of the European Union, Greece has developed a national strategy for 
the social integration of the Roma, which lays down specific quantitative targets for education. The main objective 
of Greek educational program is the inclusion of Roma children in school, to reduce dropout, failure, and the 
specifics of their education at all levels in fighting stereotypes and prejudices of local communities, increasing 
social, cultural and functional literacy, inclusion of Roma in the socio-economic context, strengthening the 
relationship between Roma families and school, support the positive effects of education throughout the life of the 
Roma, development of a mechanism for monitoring and recording for the Roma ethnic population, the development 
of extracurricular activities, with an emphasis on specific skills (music, dance, visual arts) programs to combat 
violence in schools, "Support Classes" during the summer , the "Second Chance" program  and "Training Centres" 
for adults, information on sex education issues and teenage pregnancy prevention, support for Roma families, with 
mediators, social workers, psychologists, but also financial incentives. (2013) European Report I Successful 
Educational Experiences that Promote the Integration of Roma in / and Education, p. 48 - 50 and (2011) Greek 
Republic Ministry of  Labour and Social Strategy for Roma Insurance, under National Strategy for Roma 
A particular situation is found in Spain. For a more efficient functioning of the entire legal system, there are 
national policies, which are valid throughout Spanish territory belonging to the Ministry of Health, Social Affairs 
and Equality, Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports and the regional policy of the Spanish regional 
governments. In particular, there are advisory bodies made up of Roma organizations that are involved in the 
proposal and implementation of policies for them. According to the National Roma Integration Strategy in Spain by 
2020, there was established an action plan, setting out the main aspects of social inclusion of the Roma and, in the 
field of education objectives such as: generalization of the inclusion of Roma children in pre-school, primary and 
secondary schools, facilitating admission to university, further literacy for Roma population aged from 16 years to 
adulthood in order to eradicate illiteracy, teacher training for intercultural education with studies about Roma 
culture, inclusion of references to the Roma population in compulsory education curriculum for primary and 
secondary levels and  continuation to monitor the situation of the Roma ethnic population on education. Note that 
there is interest for inclusion in the system of qualification and training of the adult, population of Roma ethnicity.  
In Ireland we find a paradoxical situation. Thus, while the nomadic Roma/organizations have called for a review 
of several of the existing educational services and, in spite of the recommendations made in the report for a strategy 
of education for nomads/Roma people, only one of these has been reviewed so far. Major financial cuts are found 
with regard to this ethnic group education: budget cuts in education that are disproportionate in comparison with 
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other financial cuts for other educational components, decreasing the progress made in the field of education by the 
nomads/Roma in the past 10 years. They abolished all necessary support to education for this ethnic group in June 
2011, by removal from positions of the primary level teachers, drastic reduction of the teaching hours for Roma in 
post-primary level, retirement of itinerant teachers, phasing out all training centers and school transportation for 
nomad children. (European Report I Successful Educational Experiences that Promote the Integration of Roma in/ 
and Education, 2013, p. 72). 
Finally, there must be mentioned the two possibilities of access to university studies, accepted in the European 
education. The first is the one in which the traditional graduation certificate of upper secondary education (general 
or vocational) is not the only option for admission to higher education and where there is at least one alternative 
route of access to higher education. The second one considers standard graduation diploma of upper secondary 
education as the only option for admission to higher education. Alternative arrangements for admission to higher 
education can take different forms and may be based on a variety of methods and approaches. Harmonizing these 
possible routes undoubtedly would be a chance for Roma adults to have more flexible learning pathways and the 
capacity to adapt to the contemporary requirements. In addition, in some countries, candidates who do not have the 
knowledge and skills required for studying in higher education are given the opportunity to pursue various 
preparatory programs, enabling them to do it afterwards. (2011) Eurostudent, Social and Economic Conditions of 
Student Life in Europe 
4. Conclusions 
Eurydice reports analyzed the social dimension of the European Higher Education Area (by 2010, 2011) EACEA 
/ Eurydice and came to the conclusion that significant changes have taken place in higher education systems, but 
there is still present a series of failures that need to be improved. In particular, it was concluded that the number of 
countries that have established specific objectives related to the social dimension is very small and that monitoring 
of the Roma participation has not yet been developed to a significant extent. These reports also indicate that, 
although in many countries special measures are applied in support of this category, these measures are rarely 
central elements of policies on higher education. (2012) Eurydice - European Higher Education Area by 2012. 
We suggest therefore a set of possible measures: harmonization of educational and socio-economic policies, the 
participation monitoring of the Roma children in mandatory educational programs, financial and material support to 
Roma families, conditioned on the participation of children in the educational process, the completing of 
compulsory education courses of Roma history, culture, language, introducing Intercultural Education as subject in 
schools, mandatory training and employment of teaching staff in educational institutions that have registered Roma 
children, the introduction of programs with different learning paths for adults who have not completed compulsory 
education, organizing courses, professional training programs in terms of valuing traditional Roma trades, involving 
academic institutions in training programs to optimize the educational recovery process of Roma of all age groups, 
the introduction of social programs in order to attract families to school activities, detection and monitoring of 
Roma candidates for prospective academic studies and fair distribution of places in universities. 
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